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Service held for victims who died while homeless

By Rachel McGrath

DoODGE
Correspondent
Monday, December 22, 2008 The All New
Dodge Challenger

The names of homeless people who died in shelters
or on the streets of Ventura County during 2008
were read aloud at a memorial service in downtown
Ventura on Sunday.
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About 75 people gathered under a pavilion to take
part in the ceremony in Plaza Park, as about two
dozen people who are living on the streets or in
their vehicles looked on from the park. The event
was organized by the Unitarian Universalist Church
i ) } of Ventura and the Universalist Unitarian Church of
\élrcilér{aiulgﬁ}if:}acr%g?i%lr?; fﬂirrlgef:slathan Santa Paula in observance of National Homeless

Persons' Memorial Service at Plaza Park in Persons' Memorial Day.
Ventura on Sunday. Grisham said he came
to the ceremony to remember his wife,
Virginia, who died about three years ago.
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"l hope it makes a difference," said Brenda Davis,
.o 47, who's been living on the streets for 19 years
order photoreprints 7 and watched the proceedings from a nearby picnic
table. "A lot of us out here, it's not like we want to

be here. It's not by choice."

4 sTORY TOOLS She said she's known many homeless people over
E-mail story the years who have passed away either through
Comments illness, exposure to the elements, overdose or as a
iPod friendly victim of violence.
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[ & B There are so many, she said she "couldn't even
begin to name them." ' ooroo &
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"I am glad they put this on," said Clayton Juarez,

who turns 62 on Sunday and has been living on the kL S B
: Tillmanand T npg

streets for almost a year.
; Advice for mom and dad:
"They're trying to get places for the homeless, and shelters, which | think is great. We A pare

need that, we really do."

There are no year-round shelters in Santa Paula or Ventura, and organizers of Sunday's
memorial said that it is the lack of shelter that puts so many homeless people at risk of
premature death.
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told those present that homelessness is not the problem.

"Homelessness is the result of larger social problems and failures. Homelessness is the
result of our failure to create a safety net for our most vulnerable citizens," she said.
"Homelessness is the result of not paying living wages and not providing affordable
healthcare and housing."

Jan Ross Simpson sat and watched the memorial although he couldn't hear what was
happening.

Simpson, who is 49 and lives in his car with his two dogs, is deaf but wanted to have his
voice heard all the same.

He wrote a note in which he explained that having lost his home, motels are too
expensive and no one will rent him a place to live because of his pets.

"I can't reject my dogs. They are wonderful for me," he wrote.
He complained about the police who, he said, write him tickets for sleeping in his car.
"l wish they could understand," he wrote.

"It's hard enough to be down and out without having your poverty and homelessness
considered a crime," said Christian as she urged support from the community to combat
homelessness in the county. "We must lift up our voices, and we must say together that
homelessness is not a crime and that criminalizing poverty will never heal the human
family."

In Simi Valley, a short ceremony was also held Sunday night to remember three homeless
men who died in the city in 2008.

The memorial took place at the Public Action to Deliver Shelter, or PADS, temporary
overnight shelter site at the Knights of Columbus building on Patricia Avenue.

The three men who died had been homeless for many years, according to Betty Eskey of
the Samaritan Center in Simi Valley.

One died of an overdose, another was found dead in his car.

The third man, Kevin Asuncion, died unexpectedly while spending the night at a PADS
shelter in the city. He was 37 and wheelchair bound after losing a leg on the railroad
tracks.

Eskey said that 30 to 35 people a night are currently seeking a place to sleep at the
temporary shelters organized by PADS.
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Posted by ByeBye on December 22, 2008 at 7:01 a.m. (Suggest removal)

| am pleased that these souls are not lost or forgotten but recognized. May their souls find peace in
heaven. | hope something nice happens to the people who organized this memorial.

Posted by AnnaWhaat on December 22, 2008 at 7:37 a.m. (Suggest removal)
ByeBye, Perfectly said! Couldn't have said it better..........

Posted by TiquisiaPrincess on December 22, 2008 at 10:49 a.m. (Suggest removal)

It's so sad to hear this. Especially in the USA.
countries...but in the USA it seems so wrong!

| can understand this happening in third world

| especially hate the fact that some of the homeless are veterans who have fought in war to protect
our rights and constitution. It's sad to know that they don't get treated better than they should. |

realize some of them are sick or use drugs etc...but for those especially who don't... WHY IS THIS
HAPPENING Maybe if our country focused more on the injured and homeless and poverity happening
in the USA instead of it's neighbors we wouldn't have this problem.

I'm all for helping our neighbors, but we need to help ourselves first, to ensure we can help others.
getting really bad, but I'm glad to know that these souls are not forgotten....God Bless them.

It's

Posted by kind1l on December 22, 2008 at 10:49 a.m. (Suggest removal)
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To the statement:

"...It's not by choice."  There are choices, but Jan Christenson was right about the reasons behind this
crisis we all share. And there is a year round shelter for homelessness - but they are programs, and

many choose not to do programs. Salvation Army has a Rescue Mission for men, in Oxnard, and Rehab
Center in Carpenteria, and a transitional center in Ventura
(www.venturacountystar.com/news/2007/nov/24/salvation-army-shelter-revamped). Turning Point
Foundation has a year round shelter and several transitional and permanent housing

(http:/ /www.Turningpointfoundation.org). Project Understanding and Catholic Charities have
programs that some people may not be aware of in keeping people off the streets and out of the cold.

But as budget cuts come down from the top, more people lose jobs and donations are lowered, expect
more homeless people, during this winter, coldest in 50 years!

Posted by loquinus on December 22, 2008 at 12:08 p.m. (Suggest removal)

kind1,

You give a some good information, Thank You. However, The Salvation Army doesn't have a program
for Men in Oxnard, that is The Rescue Mission that has the Mens Program which is different from the
Salvation Army.

Posted by littlepowers on December 22, 2008 at 3:07 p.m. (Suggest removal)

I'm glad that this was organized.

Posted by scottdavene on December 22, 2008 at 5:38 p.m. (Suggest removal)

| have experienced the misery of homelessness at several points in my life and, although there is a
certain sense of freedom to it, it is a dangerous and miserable lifestyle that is hard to rise out of. |

invite you to my website: www.FreetheGods.com. There you will find pictures | have taken of homeless
people. | always give them a dollar or two for the privilege of photographing them. Usually, | am
surprised by their cheerfulness and sense of pride. Often, they will show themselves to have some

kind of talent. There is a fine line between genius and insanity.
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