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Meals offered to all wanting to share holiday with
others in community

Plenty for everyone on Thanksgiving day

Caitlin Scott loves any holiday that involves
cooking, especially when that includes carving a
turkey.

But instead of digging into stuffing fixings and
basting turkey legs at home this Thanksgiving, the
20-year-old California Lutheran University student
was cooking with a crowd of other volunteers for a
community feast at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church
in Thousand Oaks.

"It's more fun with more people," she said. Plus, "it's
fun to help people, to give something back to the
community."

As diners dug into turkey legs and buttery mashed
potatoes at the free dinner in Thousands Oaks,
other Thanksgiving meals were served in
communities throughout Ventura County. Meals
were not just for the homeless or those unable to
afford turkey dinners this year but also for anyone
who wanted to share the holiday with others in the
community, organizers said.

The Camarillo Loyal Order of Moose Lodge 2047
and the Community Christian Church of Moorpark
both opened their doors, offering free meals
Thursday.

In downtown Ventura, about 600 people were
served plates of turkey, stuffing and green beans at
the One City, One Day, One Meal lunch. Volunteers
ladled gravy onto plates while people sat at tables
inside the Knights of Columbus hall.

"Basically, it's just a way to pull the greater
community together," said Jesse Giglio, the
community life pastor at Ventura Missionary
Church and a coordinator of the event. "Just try to
get away from a them-and-us."

Among those eating together were Boyd Tarwater,
49; Jesse Edwards, 47; James Cairns, 52; Mama Kat,
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Volunteer Jennifer Weir, left, pours gravy on
Ignacio Gordillo's plate at a dinner
sponsored by Emmanuel Presbyterian
Church in Thousand Oaks. Shuttle service
was provided from MANNA, the Conejo
Valley Food Bank, and the Goebel Senior
Adult Center.
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In Ventura, about 600 people were served
plates of turkey, stuffing and green beans at
the One City, One Day, One Meal lunch at
the Knights of Columbus hall.
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49; Jesse Edwards, 47; James Cairns, 52; Mama Kat,
57; and Heidi, Mama Kat's 36-year-old daughter.
Tarwater, Mama Kat and Heidi live on the Ventura
River bottom.

Though the sun was out Thursday, the preceding
rainy days had been difficult for the river bottom
residents. Tarwater said that, like many others, he's

had trouble finding work.

"I've been here 49 years. I've never seen it so bad," he said. "It's not going to get better
anytime soon."

But even as the economy worsens, organizers in Thousand Oaks said they were
inundated with calls from people wanting to volunteer or help out with donations.

Worked harder to get word out

This was the second year Emmanuel Presbyterian has held a free dinner, said the Rev.
Stuart Bond. In 2007, they had 100-plus volunteers helping out and only 50 diners.

This year, they worked harder to get word out about the event, and provided shuttle
service from MANNA, the Conejo Valley Food Bank and the Goebel Senior Adult Center.

The dinner, open to all who wanted to share Thanksgiving with their neighbors, was
sponsored by MANNA, Emmanuel Presbyterian and Lutheran Social Services.

Organizer Jack Light, a church member, said he hoped they would serve about 200
Thursday.

As the first wave of 60 diners left, volunteers cleared tables, replenished the serving
dishes and readied for the next bus to arrive. Volunteers served tables laden with
traditional fare, including sweet potatoes topped with crispy marshmallows, cranberry
sauce and pies.

'Just another day to me'

Light had about 50 volunteers registered to help, but the church was flooded with calls
from other people wanting to pitch in as word spread about the event. Some dropped off
food, and others lent a hand in the kitchen or dining hall, stopping to chat with diners.

The people getting turkey dinners "are very grateful," Light said, "but the people who get
the most out of it are the volunteers."

In Ventura, Tony Simon, 38, and Lorenzo, who declined to give his last name, 29, shared
a table, eating their food. Lorenzo is homeless; Simon is not.

Of Thanksgiving, Lorenzo said, "It's the one time people are nice. Holidays are just
another day to me."

Simon, whose family is in St. Louis, saw a flier about the One City meal at the Job and
Career Center on Telegraph Road, where he's been going to try to find work since he
moved from Las Vegas three months ago. "I love it. It's nice," he said. "The food is
excellent."
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